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A Positive CNew Year 


He that is not with me is against me. Matt. 12:30 


m der of the week. Christianity is not a convenient panacea to con- 


ceal our own deficiencies. Christ said, “Ye cannot serve two mas- 
ters ... he that is not with me is against me.” 


Our Roman Catholic friends would have us believe that any positive 
declaration of our faith is a directattack upon their faith and therefore an 
unchristian and undemocratic display of intolerance and bigotry. Such is 
far from the case. For it was Christ himself, who, having “not where to lay 
his head,” dared to tell the rich young ruler to sell all his possessions and 
give to the poor; it was Christ himself who directed a woman of Samaria 
to the water which could quench all thirst; it was Christ himself who thrust 
the money changers out of the temple and defied Jewish custom by declar- 
ing the true meaning of the Sabbath. It was Christ himself, who, to the 
hissing multitude, announced that He was the Son of God. 


The Protestant faith is not a new faith, it is not an innovation. The re- 
formers did not form new churches, create new doctrines. The Protestant 
reformation merely reaffirmed, reasserted and reiterated the gospel mes- 
sage as given by Christ and the disciples. There have been other black 
periods of history out of which God saw fit to raise a standard to His 
glory. Noah and his family might well be considered to the period of the 

ood what the reformers were to the period of the Middle es. No one 
dares to say that Noah brought forth a new religion when he alighted from 
the ark on the dry ground; neither can one say that the reformers founded 
_ a new doctrine when they stepped out of Roman Catholicism and declared 
their personal faith in Christ alone and His complete redemption. 


No one knows what this new year will bring forth. We are warned of 
probable atomic warfare, a definite tightening of economic controls and 
' increased mobilization and shortages. Every leader is producing his for- 
| mula for peace, and many of these formulas call for close cooperation with 

the Roman Catholic Church, some declaring that all religious differences 
must be abandoned in the common fight. That is not so. Protestants must 
) not be deceived because the Pope dresses up in the cloak of democracy and 
| professes to lead a holy war against Russia. 


So, therefore, in this new year of 1951, let us stand firm, defending, but 
more than that, proclaiming our Protestant Heritage. As we watch stead- 
| fastly for the soon return of our One Redeemer, our One Mediator and 
/ our complete Saviour, who will lift us from this chaotic world, let us con- 
_ tinue to contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints, the 
| faith in which Christ hath made us free. 


y, 1951 





Che CApproachableness of God 


By H. Ciay MITCHELL, Acting Director, 
Christ's Mission 


“For there is one God, and one 
mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus.” I Timothy 2:5. 


§ OD, who made heaven and 
earth; God, who created our 
gm souls; God, who has a plan 
for the ages, extends an invitation to 
you and me to counsel in the plan for 
a life of victory and usefulness. This 
God, in whose image we are made, not 
only loves us but desires our com- 
munion and fellowship. The most ap- 
parent need of the human soul is the 
yearning and craving after God. With 
such strong, mutual attraction, logic 
demands a reason for the tragic sepa- 
ration of the two—God and the hu- 
man soul. 

In Genesis we discover sin to be the 
cause; Satan uses many devices to ef- 
fect this separation. However, what- 
ever separates the soul from full fel- 
lowship and communion with God 
the Father is sin. Many things, in 
themselves virtuous, can thus become 
enemies of the soul. A religion—even 
so-called Christian religion which re- 
. quires works, penances, etc.—becomes 
a hindrance, and eventually a com- 
plete barrier. The truly born-again 
soul realizes the importance of our 
text; as he rejoices in the approach- 
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Reverend H. Clay Mitchell 


ableness of God, he longs to le 
others into like understanding. __ 
This fact came forceably to us 
cently in the home-going of our goog? 
friend and brother, Dr. Leo H. Lene 
mann, Director of Christ’s Missior 
who went to be with the Lord 9 
Monday morning, June 19, after 
eral months of illness. Dr. Lehmana 
was a former Jesuit-trained priest ¢ 
keen intellect, possessing not only th 
ability but the great desire to poi 
out to others the fallacy of a religion 
which places the authority of a churd a 
between the individual soul and it 
Maker. sid 
In his dying state, Dr. Lehmann req™ 
iterated to me that whatever statepy 
ments might be made, he wanted 
known that he would die a true bey® 
liever in the finished and perfect atongé® 
ing work of Christ on Calvary’s Cross! 
in Him, and Him alone, he trusted fe 
salvation. Representatives of the Re 
man Catholic Church visited Dr. Le 
mann during his last days, endeavot 
ing to persuade him to recant and 
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a 
‘| pv. H. Clay Mitchell, Assistant Pastor 
-"# Calvary Baptist Church, New York 
‘Gity, was appointed Acting Director of 
it’s Mission by its Board of Trustees 


t June 19. Mr. Mitchell served as Dr. 
hman ay Seer Sere Seerene are 






recent years, and was recognized as 
p only authorized Spiritual Adviser to 
@sit his hospital room. It was during 
h a visit, less than two days before Dr. 
him n’s passing, Mr. Mitchell received 
pe assurance from Dr. Lehmann that was 
sting “only in Jesus Christ.’’ We feel 
s fine article will cause our readers to 
pice with the author at the miraculous 

er of the Gospel. 


tpt absolutions from the hand of the 
ests, and thus receive forgiveness. 
Ine priest appeared shocked to see 
is dying man, with all of his educa- 
ion, understanding and background, 
fuse to reach out and accept from 
e hands of the priests the forgive- 
ss offered. Dr. Lehmann’s reply 
stated to the writer by Dr. Lehmann 
smimself) was that“‘only in Jesus Christ 
«oii there power of forgiveness, and in 
brist is this sufficiency to be enjoy- 











m4 In mediating upon this incident, I 
joice in the miraculous power of 
Gospel and the work of the Holy 
birit in taking a great soul like Dr. 
to H. Lehmann, steeped in the back- 
found and training of ecclesiasti- 
, and enabling him to throw it all 
side and stand face to face before 
tod with no intermediary except His 
fn and our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
thrist. Those of us who have not 
men subject to such training and 
adicaps in our spiritual life should 
we more alert to the opportunities in 
field of evangelism. Yes, God is 
proachable, ‘For there is one God, 
one mediator between God and 
ten, the man Christ Jesus.” I Tim- 
by 2:5. 
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The Miracle of 
One Dollar 


UNDAMENTAL Providence Bible 

Institute outbid the Order of the 
Brothers of the Sacred Heart of New 
England by a single dollar last No- 
vember, for the purchase of the Edge- 
wood Junior College property in Bar- 
rington, Rhode Island. 

Until the day before the property 
was settled, the Bible Institute was 
the only publicized bidder for the 
property, making a declared bid of 
$250,000. At the last minute, the Sa- 
cred Heart Order entered the picture 
with a counterbid of $300,000. The 
court called a recess to give the Insti- 
tute an opportunity to meet the new 
offer, putting the hearing ofi until the 
afternoon with instructions to the two 
bidders to submit final, sealed bids. 

The reasoning which led to the 
Bible Institute’s successful bid by a 
margin of one dollar was described as 
follows: 

It was first assumed that the Order 
of the Brothers of the Sacred Heart 
would raise its original $300,000 bid 
by $25,000 and that the Bible Institute 
would be wise to offer $330,000. 

Then someone said that the Order 
would reason the same way, and offer 
$331,000. This person further suggest- 
ed adding $100 to that, making the 
Institute’s bid $331,100. 

“Why make it $100,” asked another, 
“when $1.00 will do?” 

So the bid was set at $331,001, and 
the extra dollar did it. 


Roman Catholicism - 
With the Gloves Off 


By Dr. HERBERT MONEY 
Missionary to Peru 


Error has no Rights 


The Huallaga Valley Presbytery of 
the Peruvian Evangelical Church, 
which comprises the congregations in 
the vicinity of Huanuco, was schedul- 
ed to meet in the village of Cascay 
last April 27th. By way of preparing 
the ground for a demonstration of 
Roman Catholic intolerance towards 
the Gospel, the Bishop of Huanuco 
went out of his way the previous two 
weeks to give the villagers special in- 
structions, the gist of which was that, 
since “error has no rights” and Protes- 
tants are in error, they should be 
treated accordingly. Having urged an 
appeal to violence, he assured his 
flock that they would be at complete 
liberty to beat up the heretics without 
interference on the part of civil au- 
thorities and promised, moreover, 
that, in the event any of them got into 
trouble, he would intercede on their 
behalf. 


The Church Bells Ring 


As is the custom in the provinces, 
the Sub-Prefect of the province was 
duly notified of the Presbytery meet- 
ings and the delegates met for the 
opening worship service at eight 
o'clock the evening of the appointed 
day. Everything went off quietly and by 
ten o'clock all the brethren had retired 
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to their lodgings. It was about this tim 
that the stillness of the night was bre 
ken by the church bells loudly clang), 
ing the emergency alarm. A fanaticaly 
mob soon gathered, carrying stick 
stones and fire-arms and, to the 
companiment of revolver shots, pro} 
ceeded to beat up all the Protestant 
they could find. The meeting ho 
was broken into and its inmates bry 
tally assaulted. The kitchen was ran, 
sacked and an attempt was made t 
burn the building down. Fortunately 
this was thwarted by the matches fai 
ing to ignite. 


The Mob Takes Charge 

The mob then attacked the building. 
where the provisions for the conven}. 
tion were stored. Although the enj 
trance to this place was strongly bar. 
red from within, they succeeded im 
forcing an entrance. Among thos@ 
lodged here was Pastor Santiago Ge 
mez, a graduate of the Peruvian Bib 
Institute. After receiving a terribld, 
beating, he was driven to the loca 
jail and locked in a filthy cell inte 
which two other believers were late 
thrown. 


Doing God Service 

Having been informed of the whe 
abouts of the pastor, Priest Victorian 
Huaytan hastened to the jail, and, b 
the light of his lantern, recognize 
Senor Gomez and thrashed him mo 
brutally. The Roman Catholic parish 
ioners were invited to join in but the 
soon tired and desisted; the priest com 
tinued his abuse until the pastor wai 
left lying unconscious in a pool om 
blood. . 

That this outburst of priestly vio, 
lence was no momentary effervescenct), 
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HMipf zeal is clear from Huaytan’s words 

as he showered blows upon his pros- 
angirate victim. “Wretched villain from 
ticaiPachas,’” he muttered, “I’m your shad- 
Kw. I've always followed you. I’ve 
oved you. Didn't I stop your propa- 
panda in Huariaca? Didn’t I make 
mjou read the Government decree at 
be Police Station? Didn't I see you 
so at Panao? What are you doing 
ore?” 
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When he recovered consciousness, 
Santiago was in a sorry plight and his 
ompanions were little better. Never- 
theless, as they prayed and sang prais- 
ts to God, they were conscious of the 
presence of Another with them “‘like 
"junto the Son of God.” It is not sur- 
ising therefore that their keepers 
were discomforted and one of them 
penly expressed his regret at having 
Bible Haken part in such brutal and unpro- 
WlMfioked violence in the name of the 
7 Whristian faith. 
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1NiRefore They Call I Will Answer 


lated Tt was just as things reached this 
point that help arrived from an un- 
pected quarter. Messrs. Adrian Lof- 
ted and Fred Kowalchuk, missionar- 
®s of the Christian and Missionary 
JAlliance stationed at Huanuco, had 
t out some days before in the mis- 
ion pick-up for the town of Pucalpa 
h the River Ucayali. Blocked by 
Mavy rains and impassable roads, 
Whey were forced to return and, in 
co lhe good providence of God, reached 
vicinity of Cascay as the party of 
thren who had escaped from the 
Willage, arrived at the highway en 
| Wi@fute for Huanuco to inform the Po- 
cenctflce of the disturbance. They took the 
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brethren to Huanuco, lodged the com- 
plaint, and with a party of six troop- 
ers under the command of a lieuten- 
ant, rushed to the prison. Gomez and 
his companions were immediately re- 
leased and taken to the hospital, while 
the ringleaders of the disorders were 
arrested and taken to the jail. 


Mercy and Justice 

Pastor Gomez was placed in the 
hospital but since it is customary in 
Latin America for such institutions, 
even those under State auspices, to be 
run by Roman Catholic religious or- 
ders, any inmates who do not see eye 
to eye with the Roman Catholic 
Church are marked out for anything 
but Christian treatment. In spite of his 
left leg’s being totally disabled and 
seemingly fractured near the knee, 
Senor Gomez did not receive the pro- 
fessional attention which his condi- 
tion demanded. Five days after admis- 
sion his leg had not been X-rayed nor 
had the extent of his other injuries 
been determined. 

The Police report, which was a 
straight-forward account of the hap- 
penings at Cascay, was duly presented 
to the Court. The Bishop, however, 
was as good as his word. He evidently 
succeeded in persuading the judicial 
authorities to minimize the seriousness 
of the disturbance for, instead of 
proceeding with the case, the judge 
gave an order for the release of the 
accused. The latest news is that Huay- 
tan is suing the Evangelicals for as- 
saulting him and attacking his church. 
Where Roman Catholicism prevails, 
it can do no wrong, black is white, 
and error has no rights! 





Catholicism - 


In Personal Practice 


The Novena 


[We present this, the first in a series of articles entitled ‘Catholicism—in 
Personal Practice,’ to acquaint our Protestant readers with a detailed account 
of what their Roman Catholic neighbors actually believe. We intend to im 
clude in this series intimate recountings of the various Roman Catholic prac- 
tices in order that our readers, without attending the actual services, will under- 
stand Roman Catholic ritual and belief. 


Roman Catholicism is a menace to our American way of life. One of the 
saddest conditions is that the average American Roman Catholic does not 
realize he is following a foreign ideology which in all respects wishes to under. 
mine his own cherished freedoms. We present this series with a two-fold pur- 
pose. First, to enlighten Protestants about Roman Catholic practices, which 
heretofore have been understood only by personal participation, and, secondly, 
to give Protestants pertinent information to help them in dealing with theit 
Roman Catholic friends and neighbors to win them to Christ. Each of these 
articles will be documented by official Roman Catholic sources, using Roman 
Catholic terminology as much as possible. We feel sure you will not wish to 
miss any articles of this series.| 


Cy OF THE most widely adver- 

tised and practiced of Roman 
Catholic rituals is the novena. Stem- 
ming from the Latin word novem, 
meaning nine, the novena is an analo- 
gous period of nine—days or weeks— 
private or public devotion in the Ro- 
man Catholic Church to obtain spe- 
cial graces. “It is permitted and rec- 
ommended by ecclesiastical author- 
ity,” says the Catholic Encyclopedia, 
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but it still has no proper and fully set 
place in the liturgy of the Church. 

An underlying reason for this lack 
of formal acceptance into Roman 
Catholic liturgy of a nine day period, 
is its obvious pagan origin. The Jews 
had no nine day religious celebration. 
It is generally accepted that in Scrip. 
ture the number seven is the figure of 
perfection. 

“The hebdomad, or period of sevell 
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days, is so essentially associated with 
the record of creation (Gen. 2:2,3; Ex. 
20:8-11), that from the beginning a 
sevenfold division of time was recog- 
nized among the ancient nations. In the 
Scripture it is peculiarly a ritual num- 
ber. In establishing his covenant with 
Abraham, God ordained that seven days 
must pass after the birth of a child, and 
then, upon the eighth day, he must be 
circumcised (Gen. 17:12). The pass- 
over feast continued seven days (Ex. 
12:15). The feast of Pentecost was held 
seven weeks after the day of the wave 
offering (Lev. 23:15). The feast of 
trumpets occurred in the seventh 
month (Lev. 23:24), and seven times 
seven years brought round the year of 
jubilee (Lev. 25:8). The blood of the 
sin offering was sprinkled seven times 
before the Lord (Lev. 4:6). The cere- 
monial cleansing of the leper required 
that he be sprinkled seven times with 
blood and seven times with oil, that he 
tarry abroad outside his tent seven 
days (Lev. 14:7,8; 16:27), and that 


Catholic Encyclopedia, vol. 11, page 
143: 


“Even if employment of the number nine 
in Christianity were connected with a 
similar use in paganism, the use would 
still in no way be blameable or at all 
superstitious. Not, of course, that every 
single variation or addition made in pri- 
vate novenas must be justified or defend- 
ed. The holiest custom can be abused, 
but the use of the number nine can not 
only be justified but even interpreted in 
the best sense.” 


The monks of the middle ages are 


said to have reasoned, although ob- 
viously without biblical authority: 


“Number ten is the highest, ‘numerus 
maximus,’ most perfect, which is fitting 
to God. Nine is one lacking of ten, and 
therefore number of imperfection, 
which is fitting for mortal kind." 


his house also be sprinkled seven times 
(Lev. 14:51) ... And so the idea of 
covenant relations and obligations 
seems to be associated with this sacred 
number. Jehovah confirmed his word to 
Joshua and Israel, when for seven days, 
seven priests with seven trumpets com- 
passed Jericho, and on the seventh day 
compassed the city seven times (Josh. 
6:13-15). The golden candlestick had 
seven lamps (Ex. 38:23). The seven 
churches, seven stars, seven seals, sev- 
en trumpets, seven thunders, and seven 
last plagues of the Apocalypse are of 
similar mystical significance.” 

Biblican Hermeneutics, by M. S. Terry, 
pp. 290-291. 


It was the ancient Romans and 
Greeks who had the nine days’ cele- 
brations. Novenas of sacrifice were 
made by the Romans to appease their 
gods and avert evil whenever a natur- 
al wonder occurred or was feared; 
they also held yearly novenas of 
Mourning. But the Roman Catholic 
theologians and church fathers, ad- 


TYPES OF NOVENA 

There are four kinds of Roman 
Catholic novenas: mourning, prepara- 
tion, prayer and indulgenced novena. 
The latter is not exclusive of the other 
three. The mourning novena, al- 
though no longer in common use, has 
never been expressly forbidden. Its 
pagan origin is to the Greek and Ro- 
man private and family nine days’ 
mourning period with a special feast 
on the ninth day after death or burial. 
The Romans also had a yearly novena 
(13 to 22nd of February), parentalia 
novendalia, in commemoration of all 
departed members of the family. This 
celebration ended on the ninth day 
with a sacrifice and banquet. 

Constitutiones Apostolicae (V 111, 
xliii, P.G., I, 1147) speaks of a mourn- 
ing novena. In the middle ages no- 
venas of masses for popes and cardi- 
mitting the pagan foundation, seek to nals were accepted. Eventually the 
justify their nine days’ supplication on mortuary celebration for cardinals was 
the following basis, as cited by the ~y5jg_ 
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adjusted and regulated by the Consti- 
tution Praecipuum by Benedict XIV; 
but for the deceased popes, the nine 
days of mourning was retained and 
became known as the ‘Pope’s Novena.’ 

A rescript of the Sacred Congrega- 
tion of Rites (22 April 1633) informs 
us that such novenas of mourning, of- 
ficia novendalia ex testamento, were 
generally known and allowed in 
churches of the religious orders. St. 
Augustine (PLxxxiv, 596) warns Ro- 
man Catholics not to imitate pagan cus- 
toms. Durandus in “Rationale” (Na- 
ples 1478) writing in his Office of the 
Dead admits that ‘some did not ap- 
prove this, to avoid the appearance of 
aping pagan customs.” But Gregory 
XVI (11 July 1853) approved preces 
et devotiones Missarum pro defunctis. 
The only Christian symbol mentioned 
to substantiate the novena of mourn- 
ing is that Christ gave up the ghost 
about the ninth hour. 

The novena of preparation was first 
used in Spain and France as a prepara- 
tion for the feast of Christmas. Then 
the custom spread to Italy and Sicily, 
where novenas of preparation were 
permitted to members of religious or- 
ders before the birthday of the found- 
er of their order. The novena of pray- 
er originated in countries around the 
lower Rhine, apparently due to pub- 
lic demand for prayers to saints to re- 
cover health. So practiced was the 
custom, that shortly after their corona- 
tion and anointing at Riems, the 
kings of France personally pilgrim- 
aged to the tomb of St. Marcolf at 
Corbeny and made a novena there. St. 
Marcolf, a special patron saint, was 
believed to be able to procure for the 
kings the power, by the touch of their 
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hand, to cure scrofula, which Webf.s 
ster defines as a “morbid condition of 
tuberculous nature known as ‘king 
evil.’ ” Still followed in this generation’? 
is the novena of prayer to St. Hubert ¥ 
to cure madness in people bitten by @ : 
dog or wolf. a 
The popular novenas in 20th cen * 
tury America are the indulgenced no}, 
venas. Thirty-two in all, these.are made}, , 
possible through a general Apostoliq. 
Indult, and are for the most part nofy 
venas of preparation. They are ‘triple. 
featured,’ for in addition to honoring 
the person to whom the novena is ded}, i 
icated, the subject who faithfully” 
makes the novena is also* promised af | 
special personal favor as well as a ref M 
duction or cancellation of his time off?" 
expiation in purgatory. + 
In Roman Catholic teaching, an it F 
dulgence is “‘a remission of the whole 
or part of the temporal punishment?’ 
due to forgiven sin, granted by theP, 
Pope and the bishops out of thé 
Church’s spiritual treasury, which & 
made up of the infinite an : 
merits of Jesus Christ, and the super {alk 
abundant merits of the saints. It is} N 
more than a mere remission of canomfohi 
ical works of penance, for it reallyjaan 
remits the whole or part of the punish-for | 
ment due the sinner by God, eitherpiril 
here or in Purgatory.” inh 
There are two types of indulgences; bie 
one the partial which, as it implies 
“is the remission of a part of the tem rr 
poral punishment due to sin,” and thep } 
other is the complete or plenary induly™ 
gence, which is “the remission of the 
whole debt of temporal punishment} 
due to sin . . . To gain it fully onéy” 


C 
*The Question Box, by Bertrand Conway, Thefiyy 


Paulist Press, N. Y. pp. 293-294. 
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nust be free from all affection for 
+ 778 
It must be remembered when deal- 
ng with Roman Catholics, that a dis- 
inction is made between the remission 
if the actual sin, and the remission of 
he punishment due to the sin. Roman 
atholic theologians reason that 
Christ’s sacrifice forgives our sin, but 
hat we must atone for the punishment 
e to that sin. In other words Calvary 
nakes us good enough to be saved, but 
pes not save us; Christ just paid our 
first installment for the guilt of our sin 
pind we personally must meet the other 
bligations in remission of the tempo- 
punishment due to mortal sins al- 
ready forgiven in auricular confession, 
«by means set forth by the Roman Cath- 
lic Church through personal sacrifice 
nd penances. For this reason the great 
attraction of a novena, in addition to 
faining a personal favor, is the indul- 
pence which determines the number 
if days that might be deducted from 
«tthe time to be spent in Purgatory ex- 
‘Piating for the punishment due to sin. 


per: ELEMENTS OF A NOVENA 


Novenas are generally held in par- 
ichial churches, and offered in the 
e of the Church, by a pope, bishop 

ot priest, and by means of acts pre- 


liegftbject of such a public novena is to 
em {orship God ‘immediately’ or to wor- 


day, generally conducted in the 
ing. One integral point of the ef- 


‘Commentary on Canon Law, C. P. Augustine, 
1. IV, p. 375. 
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ficacy of the novena is that the chain 
of nine not be broken. If it is physical- 
ly and morally impossible to attend a 
public novena for nine straight days, 
the individual is permitted to recite 
the prescribed prayers privately on the 
days he is impeded from attending the 
novena. In that way he has not broken 
the chain and is still eligible to obtain 
the benefit of the public novena. If, 
however, he fails any day to partici- 
pate, either privately or publicly, he 
automatically has forfeited his right to 
expect any blessing on the final day. 
To receive the plenary indulgence it is 
obligatory to be present in the Church 
both physically and spiritually on the 
ninthday. 

The correct ritual for a novena is 
also prescribed. A great attraction is 
the exposition of the Blessed Sacra- 
ment, which was first permitted at a 
novena by the Sacred Congregation of 
Rites July 7, 1718. Following the ex- 
position, and after the recitation of the 
Rosary and a proper Litany, is a brief 
sermon and the adoration of the Bless- 
ed Sacrament. Generally at that time 
the prescribed prayers of the novena 
are said. These prayers are officially 
censored and approved by the Congre- 
gation of Rites or by the Local Ordi- 
nary of the diocese and vary according 
to whom the novena is addressed. Each 
of the services is concluded with the 
benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. 

“Benediction is a devotion, which con- 

sists of the singing of hymns of adora- 

tion before the Blessed Sacrament, ex- 
posed upon the high altar. The priest 
puts incense in the thurible, and waves it 
three times in the direction of the Blessed 

Sacrament, as a symbol of the people's 

prayer .. . At the end, the priest covers 

his shoulders with a long white silk scarf, 
ots 9 
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called the humeral veil, takes the mon- 

strance in his hands, and makes the sign 

of the cross (the Benediction) over the 
kneeling people.’’* 

At the close of these services, if 
there is a suitable relic of the person to 
whom the novena is addressed avail- 
able, the people are urged to kiss the 
relic, and thus gain a partial indul- 
gence. Most relics used in this way are 
considered non-notable relics, that is, 
one not having the attributes of a not- 
able relic, such as being the body, 
head, arm, forearm, heart, tongue, leg 
or the portion of body in which the 
martyr especially suffered, provided it 
is entire or of a certain magnitude. A 
non-notable relic may be had by rub- 
bing a piece of cloth against a notable 
relic. In most cases by touching a not- 
able or by kissing a non-notable relic a 
partial indulgence may be obtained. 

At the conclusion of the entire no- 
vena, the Apostolic Blessing, to which 
Roman Catholics believe a plenary in- 
dulgence is attached, is given. 
REQUIREMENTS FOR A NOVENA 

All validly baptized persons are 
eligible to receive special graces at the 
conclusion of a novena. The only non- 
Roman baptisms which the Church 
holds as valid, although not licit, are 
those of the High Anglican Church, 
the Russian and Greek Orthodox 
Churches. Other Protestant baptisms, 
such as Baptist, Lutheran, etc., the 
Church holds to be, if not completely 
invalid, at least extremely doubtfully 
valid. If an invalidly baptized non- 
Catholic wishes to make a novena, the 
only promised efficacious one would 
be to obtain the grace of conversion to 
the Roman Catholic Church. 


“The Question Box, by Bertrand Conway, The 
Paulist Press, N. Y., p. 293. 
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Persons must be physically and spir-flici 
itually present for the full nine days offto 
the novena. (If a person is incapable offor | 
fulfilling the requisites of a novena,rov 
such as a confirmed invalid or a mute 
person, a Roman Catholic priest may} as 
substitute other pious works, which 
they are capable of performing, in or 
der for them to gain the same benefits 
of the novena. This is in accordan 
with Canon Law 935.) They must b 
externally attentive, and humble 
throughout all the services, and must 
have the utmost confidence that the pe 
tition will be heard and answered by 
God, and persevere in that confidence 
for the entire duration of the novena, 
The subjects must recite out loud all 
the prescribed prayers, ejaculatory 
praises, rosary, litanies; must sing out 
loud all the required hymns and be ia 
the state of grace, the last day when the 
Apostolic Benediction is given. Accord 
ing to the Roman Catholic Church the 
state of grace is obtained when individ 
uals are free from all mortal and venial 
sin, or at least in a grieving state of 
sorrow. The persons must have been to 
confession any of the eight days pre 
vious to the last day of the novena, and 
must receive communion prior to ré 
ceiving the Apostolic Benediction. 

The petition for a special personal 
favor, the second feature of the no 
vena, must be honest and for either a 
supernatural good, a natural good, or 
to enlist God’s aid. A supernatural 
good is considered as requesting heav- 
en and means of reaching it; a natural 
good is either in the spiritual realm, as 
for example, knowledge, talent, etc, 
or in the temporal realm for health, 

riches, honors, the acquisition of a hus 
band, wife, an apartment, etc. The so 
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licitation of God’s aid must be sought 
of{to overcome a moral evil, such as sin, 
offor a physical evil such as sickness, sor- 
na,jrow, or misfortune. If, on the other 

hand, the petition is dishonest, such 
ayj as asking God's help to perpetrate a 
ich} crime, the petitioner commits a mortal 


is granted. ‘“‘My God, unite all minds 
in the truth and all hearts in charity,” 
300 days. For “Jesus, Mary, Joseph,” 
seven years is alleged to be reduced 
from the time of expiation. But to ac- 
quire the plenary indulgence attached 
to a novena, one must be free from all 
affection for sin,” 


‘Jsin because he is insulting the infinite 
holiness of God. 

To receive the Apostolic Benedic- 
tion, the third feature, besides being 
physically and spiritually present in 
the church, persons must kneel down, 
hold a blessed lighted candle in the 
left hand and recite out loud six times 
each, the Lord’s Prayer, Hail Mary and 
Gloria, according to the intention of 
the Pope, who alone can grant a plen- 

indulgence. 

“The intentions of the Supreme Pontiff 

are the exaltation of the church, the 

extiripation of heresy, propagation of 
the faith, the conversion of sinners, 


peace and concord among Christian 
rulers.’ 


GREATEST ATTRACTION— 
GREATEST MYSTERY 

The late Dr. Leo H. Lehmann, our 
editor for many years, said that the 
greatest control the Roman Catholic 
Church holds over its people is its 
declared power to care for the soul af- 
ter death; for .according to Roman 
Catholic teaching, their direction of 
the soul does not end with the grave. 
It contends to have control over 
the soul on its long and arduous jour- 
ney through purgatory into heaven. A 
major attraction of the novena is its 
promise to hasten the journey to heav- 
en by deducting days from the de- 
served time in purgatory for sacrifices 
made on earth. A partial indulgence is 
fairly easy to acquire. For saying “My 
God, and my all” 50 days indulgence 


_—— 


‘Canon Law, Bouscaren and Ellis, pp. 335-41. 
January, 1951 


according to C. P. 
Augustine's Commentary on Canon 
Law, volume 4, page 375. 

The Roman Catholic Church, after 
all its prescribed conditions are com- 
plied with, cannot guarantee the ful- 
fillment of its promise of a complete 
plenary indulgence. The Church an- 
swers that this condition depends upon 
the type of contrition expressed by the 
individual in his confession prior to 
receiving the’Apostolic Benediction. If 
the individual, from a completely uni- 
versal, not selfish, motive was sorry 
for all the mortal and venial sins of 
his entire life, then he may theoreti- 
cally gain the full plenary indulgence. 
Theologians say that this condition is 
very rare. However, the penitent is 
pacified, even though he intended to 
gain a full pardon, with the promise 
he has at least gained a partial re- 
mission. ‘“But although the indulgence 
granted ut plenaria is not gained plen- 
arie, or plenissime, it is certainly gained 
partialiter ...’”° 

The individual may wish the indul- 
gence applied to another soul already 
in purgatory, but again there is no 
guarantee that the indulgence will be 
transferred as directed. This uncertain- 
ty is determined by two causes: 

“1) the dead are entirely in God’s hand, 

having gone from the jurisdiction of the 

Church, though not beyond the magic 

circle of the communion of saints or the 

reach of prayers and masses. 


*The Casuist, published in New York by Jo- 
seph F. Wagner, 1908. Volume 2, p. 23. 








2) In the absence of all special revela- 
tion, and such is not to be expected, we 
know nothing of the burden of debt 
which a departing soul staggers under 
as it approaches the other world, nor 
how often God's grace has been unheed- 
ed and His mercy abused. We know 
nothing of the decrees of God's justice 
as to their severity or duration in the 

purging and disciplining of such a 

soul.” * 

The Roman Catholic Church must 
maintain this mysterious uncertainty 
to be consistent with its teaching, and 
also to continue to retain control over 
its people. For if the pope and his 
priests could assure people of salva- 
tion here and now, it would sweep 
away the entire foundation of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church as now consti- 
tuted. Its whole structure is geared to 
function in accordance with its teach- 
ing of an incomplete salvation. If a 
Roman Catholic were to assume that 
he is positively convinced of being as- 
sured of salvation, he would then com- 
mit the mortal sin of presumption, and 
that sin would have to be confessed or 
if death should claim the person with 
that sin on his soul, he would go di- 
rectly to hell. Thus if he were to have 
complete faith in the church and be- 
lieve he obtained what it promised 
him, he immediately would be again 
in sin, and lose what he had gained. 

And what about that special novena 
favor? If the favor is not granted dur- 
ing the nine days of the novena or im- 
mediately after it, then the Roman 
Catholic Church makes this explana- 
tion: 

Man has a finite will, and God an infinite 

will. Since this is so, man cannot com- 

pel God to grant a particular favor at a 


"The Mass and Vestments of the Catholic 
Church, by Walsh, pp. 296-297. 
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certain time. God will either grant t 
petition at some future date, after addi-} 
tional novenas are made, or if not at al 
because in His infinite wisdom He h 
deemed it not proper for the individual. 
This same explanation is made in 
official Roman Catholic sources as fol-f”* ’ 
lows: 

According to Gasparri, “We do not? 
obtain that which we seek through 
prayer either because we do not seek 
rightly or because that which we seek 
is not expedient (non impetramus quaey 
oratione petimus, vel quia non recte 
petimus, vel quia quae petimus non ex- 
pediunt).” * 

As Perardi explains: “Many lament 
of not being heard in their prayers, 
Why are they not heard? . . . Because 
they pray badly, that is, they either are 
not in the state of grace before God or 
they do not pray as they should (molti} 
lamentano di non essere esauditi nelle 
loro preghiere. Perché non sono esau ' 
diti? Perché pregano male, cioé essi of 
non sono in grazia di Dio, o non pre 
gano come si deve).” ° 

Or according to Mortarino: “The 
Lord has many reasons for not answet- 
ing our prayers quickly. Often He does 
this, in order that we may not believe 
that it is his duty that which is purely 
His gift. Sometimes in order that we 
might have the right esteem of His 
graces. And other times He does it for 


"De Oratione Liber, Cathechismus Catholicus, 
Petri Cardinalis Gasparri, Caput VIII, p. 181. 

*"Novo Manuale de Catechista, by Mons. G. 
Perardi, p. 595. 
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greater advantage in order that 
ar prayer may be more fervent and 
at there maybe an increase of merit 
ithin us (molte ragioni ha il Signore 
non esaudir subito le nostre orazi- 
i. Spesso lo fa, perché non crediamo 
2 Sia suo debito quel che é puro suo 
mo. Talvolta perché facciamo delle 
e grazie la debita stima. E altre volte 
fa per il nostro maggior vantaggio, 
nché sia pik fervida la nostra pre 
biera e si accresca in noi il merito ).”””° 
Roman Catholicism would seem 
refore to be primarily a religion of 
mpediency, arranged in such a way 
at everything done for sinners re- 
punds to the power and prestige of 
Church and its priests. 
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CHRISTIANITY A MYTH? 
It is thus scarcely a matter for won- 






l the people in the world today re- 
atd Christianity as an exploded myth. 
or nearly twenty centuries Christ has 
en chiefly identified with the Church 
Rome as the paramount, predomin- 

it and ‘infallible’ Christian Church. 
Ihe mass of unbelievers, with com- 
tte freedom now in the modern 
ld to examine and analyze the 
ices of that Church, have become 
wate of its contradictory position and 
8 fraudulent teaching. They recog- 
we and admit its temporal power, its 
fluence in business and politics, but 
¢ conscious also of its evident lack 
spiritual power. They see its moral 
yerty, and come to know that be- 
ind its facade of material grandeur 
has no true spiritual content. Never- 
less, they conform to its dictates, 
its boycotts, and pay homage to 




























"La Scienze Divina, by G. Mortarino, p. 261. 
y, 1951 











ler that more than three-quarters of . 


its marvelous adaptability to worldly 
changes. 

Thus Satan gains his end—the frus- 
tration of Christ's saving work on Cal- 
vary. He uses the Church of Rome as 
a witness to the world that there is no 
real power in Christ. He upholds its 
grandiose shell of ecclesiastical splen- 
dor that is empty of saving grace, but 
which masquerades under the name of 
Christ. “Behold,” he says, “all that 
there is of Christ—a Christ who can- 
not save!” 

Distasteful though it may be, true 
Christians have a real duty to reveal to 
unbelievers that the Roman Catholic 
Church is not a witness for the real 
Christ, that it is a masquerade, a bur- 
lesque of Christ, a witness, in fact, to 
the very denial of His power. Its in- 
substantial pageant makes unbelievers 
spurn Christ. All they see of Him, as 
exemplified by the powerful Church 
of Rome, is intolerance, hypocrisy, un- 
substantiated historical claims, a reli- 
gion which is an expedient business 
and political asset, highly ornamented 
with exquisite theatrical. display, but 
devoid of what the hearts of all men 
yearn for most — an assured, tested 
spiritual power that saves to the utter- 
most. 

But God says: 

“If ye abide in me, and my words abide 

in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and 

it shall be done unto you.” 

“And I say unto you, ask and it shall be 

given you; seek, and ye shall find; 

knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you.” 

“And it shall come to pass, that before 

they call, I will answer; and while they 

are yet speaking, I will hear.” 


“So therefore, Having a high priest over 
the house of God; let us draw near with 
a true heart in full assurance of faith...” 
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LTHOUGH we are 
Webel Prize not able to agree 


Winner with all the philosophy of 
Speake Out internationally renowned 
' Nobel Prize winner, Ber- 
trand Russell, we commiserate with him in 
his yearning for world peace. Delivering 
the third and last of a series of Matchette 
Foundation lectures at Columbia Univer- 
sity, New York City, before a record-break- 
ing audience, Mr. Russell said, according to 
the N. Y. Times of last November 17, “It 
was a dangerous error to think that the 
evils of communism can be combatted by 
Catholicism.” He outlined the evils of 
communism as the following: 
“Adherence to a rigid and static sys- 
tem of doctrine, of which part is doubt- 
ful and part demonstrably false; perse- 
cution as a means of enforcing ortho- 
doxy; a belief that salvation is only to 
be found within the church and that 
the True Faith must be spread through- 
out the world, by force if necessary; 
that the priesthood, which alone has 
the right to interpret the Scriptures, 
has enormous power, physical east of 
of the Iron Curtain and spiritual over 
the faithful in partibus; that this pow- 
er is used to secure an undue share of 
wealth for the priesthood at the ex- 
pense of the rest of the population; 
and that bigotry, and the hostility that 
it engenders, is a potent source of war. 
“Every one of these 
evils,’ Mr. Russell de- 
clared, “was exhibited 
by the Catholic Church 
when it had power, 
and would probably be 
exhibited again if it 
recovered the position 
it had in the Middle 
Ages It is therefore irrational to suppose 
that much would be gained if, in the de- 
feat of communism, Catholicism were en- 
throned in its place.” 

Mr. Russell summarizes his solution for 
peace as Christian love or compassion. “If 
you feel this,” he said, “you have a motive 
for existence, a guide in action, a'reason for 
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courage, an imperative necessity for intelle 
tual honesty.” 


TORIES OF alleg 
ed miracles i 
Czechoslovakia see 
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conflict between th 
Communists and thi 


State War Catholic Church ther 
Last February 7, ¢ 


N.Y. Times reported that the story was b 
ing circulated of a vision “in which 
Virgin Mary appeared waving an America 
flag followed by American troops and ev 
tanks.” A crucifix in the parish church 
the village of Cihost, about fifty miles frog 
Prague, is also said to have bowed sev 
times during mass and to have turned t 
ward the West. Versions of the Cihost mi 
racle differed. One was that after a sermél 
in which the priest denounced the Com 
munists, a local Communist approached tht 
altar as if to strike the priest. At that m 


‘ment the cross on the altar glowed af 


moved as though with its outstretched a 
to halt the man, who “‘fell back in conste 
nation.” Another version was circulate 
that the cross at a wayside shrine whi 
had been facing eastward, recently turn 
and faced westward. The priest, Fath 
Toufar, and his church warden were 
rested and the church closed except for 
hours each Sunday. 

Another version of the alleged appeaj 
ance of the Virgin Mary with an Americ 
flag was reported in the N.Y. Times 
February 9. According to this account, t 
vision is said to have appeared to a busi 
of Communists when their bus stalled om 
deserted road. The sky became dark and 
gteat wind arose. Then, it is said, the Vi 
gin Mary appeared in the sky surrounde 
with a halo and with a sword in her h 
She addressed the Communists and 
“You have forsaken your Lord and you 
be punished.” Then, as the vision of ¢ 
Virgin Mary faded, it was replaced by 3 
army of marching men and tanks. It Wi 
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recounted that, after the wind died down 
Jind the sun came out again, the bus driver 
was found unconscious in front of the bus, 
































lleggwhile his passengers sat spellbound. 
s ig Communist newspapers accused “reac- 
‘emmtionary circles” allied 
| tha with the Roman Cath- 
th@olic hierarchy of circu- 
th@lating these stories to 
here quse unrest among the 
‘ ants and workers. 
s bel But they might as well 
) th@have been plotted by 
rica the Communists themselves for propaganda 
evem purposes to discredit the United States, and 
+h ato supply further cause of action against the 
from Roman Catholic hierarchy. 
Vv 
d te 
; NEW AGREE- 
t mil Church - State MENT was 
Cod Pact Jn reached independ- 
aa Wungary ently of the Vatican 
. : between the Hunga- 
~ A tian Communist government and the Bench 
i “Jof Hungarian bishops who, it is reported, 
_Bhoped to thus relieve the growing Com- 
Y munist pressure on the Roman Catholic 
ve Church there. One week after these terms 
wil were announced, the Red govenment issu- 
a ed a decree directing all but four Ro- 
"fan Catholic religious orders to suspend 
fe MM} their activities. Ten thousand nuns and 
FNMA monks in 69 orders according to Time of 
last September 18, were given three months 
Ppsi to get out of their monasteries and return 
eri to secular life. The four exceptions were 
7e5 SE the Benedictines, Franciscans, Piarists, and 
nt, WH an unnamed order of nuns whose members 
uslO#d will teach in the eight schools of the total of 
“a 2992 nationalized by the government in 
ane} June, 1948, which have been now returned 
- % 0 the Church. 
: jg The terms of the agreement, signed by 
1 said Me highest church authority in Hungary 
ou will Suce Cardinal Mindszenty was imprisoned, 
oft “cording to the Government's text, were 
as follows: 





1. To “acknowledge and support in ac- 
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cordance with their duties as (Hungar- 
ian) subjects, the Constitution and Or- 
der of State of the Hungarian People’s 
Republic.” 

2. To take steps against members of 
the clergy who direct their activities 
against “the legal order of the Repub- 
lic and against the constructive work 
of the Republic.” 

3. To “condemn every subversive acti- 
vity” and refuse to allow the church 
to be used for “political aims against 
the state.” 

4. To request Roman Catholics ‘‘to 
take part in the great work done by 
the Hungarian people in carrying out 
the five-year plan and raising the stan- 
dard of living.” 

5. To order priests not to oppose the 
movement of agricultural cooperatives 
(collectivization) which are “based on 
the moral principles of human solid- 
arity.” 

6. To “support the movement for 
peace, condemn warmongering, the use 
of atomic weapons, and consequently 
consider every Government which 
would use the atomic bomb first as war 
criminals.” 


The Government agreed: 


1. To return eight Roman Catholic 
schools—six for boys and two for girls 
—to the Church and permit male and 
female religious orders to “work in 
sufficient numbers to perform their 
teachings.” 

2. To guarantee “complete freedom of 
religion for the Roman Catholic faith- 
ful and also freedom of activity for the 
Roman Catholic Church in accordance 
with the constitution.” 

3. To supply the “financial needs to 
the Roman Catholic Church,” promis- 
ing to pay “an adequate amount 
through eighteen years—that is until 
the Catholic Church can cover its finan- 
cial needs out of its own resources.” 


The Vatican has reserved opinion on 
this, because it denies any previous knowl- 
edge of the agreement. The impression in 
the Vatican upon publication is that the 
version issued by Communist sources is ex- 
aggerated, but it is not thought impossible 
that a modus vivendi agreement may have 
been reached. 
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Che Forgiveness of Sins 


Contrast Between the Roman Catholic and the Evangelical W ay 
By L. H. LEHMANN 


[THE POWER of the Roman Catho- the people and God. They all had this 
lic Church rests upon its control of sin in common, that by their ritualistic ef 
and the intricate network of laws and forts to secure pardon for sin, no re, 
regulations it has imposed as condi- forgiveness could be guaranteed. Ney 
tions for its forgiveness. Besides sins et were sinners freed from the fear of o 
against the Commandments of God, punishment for sin; they were kep 
the Church of Rome has created a for- conscious all the time of the need d 
midable list of sins of its own, over further sacrifices and pardons, an 
which it also claims exclusive control. urged on to endless strivings after ¢ 
The following article shows the con- almost hopeless hope that complet 
trast between the method of forgive- purgation and sanctification might b 
ness of sins in Roman Catholic teach- had eventually by repeated lives of 
ing and the Protestant Evangelical way suffering and expiation beyond thi 
as reasserted by the Protestant reform- grave. Such attempts to secure forgive 
ers according to the Christian Gospel ness of sins by priestly sacrifices ar 
teaching. } pardons, even in the Jewish religion 
are estimated for what they wer 
EW LL RELIGIONS have sought worth in Hebrews (10:1-3), where 
ey remedy for sin and centered is logically concluded that such sa CI} 
their teaching and practice fices, precisely because they have to i 
around ways and means by repeated day after day and year afte 
which their devotees could obtain for- year, not only do not really take awaj 
giveness of sins. For men of all ages sins, but serve only to keep si 
have been conscious of their sinful na- continually conscious of their sinfil 
ture and the need to be reconciled with state. If such sacrifices could have 
an offended deity. St. Paul reminds us taken away sins, its points out, imma 
(Rom. 3:10, 23): “There is none diately there would have been an é 
righteous, no, not one... For all have to the need of such sacrifices: “Fi 
sinned and come short of the glory of the worshippers once purged shot 
God.” have had no more conscience [com 
Most of the religions before Chris- SCiousness] of sins.’ ‘| 
tianity, among them the great religious In other words, incomplete forgiv® 
systems of the Egyptians, the Sumer- ness is no forgiveness at all. Wha 
ians, the Babylonians, the Canaanites needed is some way in which the in 
and others which have long ceased to ner is made “conscience free” of Sif 
exist, had priesthoods to offer sacrifices by which he is purged “once for alll 
—sin-offerings—to appease God for and made “perfect.” Only in the Chri 
sin and to act as mediators. between tian religion, properly accepted am 
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Mpplied out of the New Testament 


aching, has this complete and perfect 
lorgiveness of sins been assured. It is 


This that makes Christianity the unique 


and final religion promised and longed 


for ever since sin first came into the 


world through the disobedience of 


| reg 


N . 


dam and Eve. 


This is accomplished by justification 


by faith—“the gift of God: not of 
aworks, lest any man should boast”— 


‘whereby the sinner is completely saved 
Airom sin and its consequences by the 


ace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
kept,” as St. Peter assures us, “by the 
power of God through faith unto sal- 


vation.” It is the “new way’ never 


known before, and possible only be- 


Acause it is an act of God, not of man: 


oivel LDerefore being justified by faith, we 


bave peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ; by whom also we 


Bbave access by faith, into this grace 


SACRAMENTS 


te 
ee SH By 
fi 


wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope 
of the glory of God” (Rom. 5:1-2). 

There is no other way in which so 
great a salvation could be had. It is 
free to the believing Christian who 
dares to have so great a faith in the 
blessed assurance of complete forgive- 
ness on the Word of God. 
UNCERTAINTY OF ROMAN 
CATHOLIC METHOD 

The method devised for the forgive- 
ness of sins in the Roman Catholic 
Church is very complicated, and even 
contradictory. Above all, it is very un- 
certain in its results. 

It is not difficult to understand how 
it could be otherwise. For, in the first 
place, its effects depend upon the 
works of men and the legalisms of the 
theologians who planned it. Further- 
more, it can easily be seen that it would 
be most inexpedient for the Roman 
Catholic Church to preach a “once-for- 


COMPLETE 
SALVATION 


THE DIFFERENCE 





all” and completely assured method of 
salvation and forgiveness of sins, as 
set forth in the New Testament. To do 
so would mean dispensing with the 
work and office of its priests through 
whom alone is the partial and unsure 
measure of forgiveness and salvation 
offered. Daily repetition of the sac- 
rifice of the Mass, the practice of 
frequent confession and priestly ab- 
solution, the granting of indulgences, 
the teaching about punishment in pur- 
gatory and many other priestly func- 
tions would have to cease. It is upon 
these that the power, influence and 
control of its organization rest. In or- 
der to preserve this priestly power— 
extending even beyond the grave to 
the countless dead in purgatory—the 
spiritual condition of its members 
must always be kept in doubt—held, 
as it were, in suspense at all times. Al- 
though, for instance, one sacrifice of 
the Mass alone is said to be of ‘infin- 
ite’ value, no one can say how much, 
or any of it, is applied to those for 
whom it is offered, whether living or 
dead. Again, although the Pope claims 
to have power to grant ‘plenary’ in- 
dulgences—by which is promised the 
remission of all punishment due for 
sins—no one can be assured at any 
time that such indulgences have been 
gained, and for this reason Catholic 
people are urged to seek them over 
and over again. 


This is the consequence of the fact 
that in Roman Catholicism salvation 
is mediated solely through a church 
organization. Sins have to be classified, 
divided and sub-divided, measured, 
weighed and listed to suit the degrees 
of punishment decreed by the theologi- 
ans, and for the instruction of the peni- 
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tents, so that they will properly cos 
form to the obligation of confessi 

them in order to avoid incurring furth 
er sin. Following is a brief outline a 
the major classifications into whid 
sins are divided in Roman Catholig 
teaching: 


INTRICATE NETWORK OF SINS 

The two main divisions of sin i 
Roman Catholic theology are: origina) 
sin and actual sin. Original sin is 
sin committed by Adam and Eve, ang 
which is transmitted to all their dé 
scendants not as an act, but as a state 
of sin. Actual sins are designated 
as those committed by individ 
themselves as they go through life, and 
over which the Roman Catholic Churd) 
claims to have sole and universal juris 
diction. It is for the treatment of these 
actual sins that the vast machinery o 
Roman Catholic law and regulation 
is constantly kept in motion. 


Right here, to begin with, in legis 


o 
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lating for sins on the basis of its own 
kind of distinction between original 
Hsin and actual sin, the Roman Catho- 


lic Church diverges from the Scripture 


“i teaching which makes no jurisdiction- 
4 al division of sin. According to Roman 
Catholic doctrine, original sin stands 
in a category all by itself and can only 
be taken away by baptism (properly 
jjadministered according to Catholic 
Jititual and intention). Once forgiven 
iby baptism, it cannot be incurred 
af again; it is something over which the 
J individual has no control, and does not 
§ tequire personal repentance. Its effects, 
however, remain and incline the in- 


_4 dividual to the commission of an in- 


‘I tricate network of actual sins as blue- 
| printed by the Roman theologians. In- 
fants and children who die without 
being baptized before reaching the age 


a8 of reason (around seven years of age) 


are said to retain the guilt of original 
sin and, as a consequence, will never 
be saved; they will not be punished in 
hell, but must remain for all eternity 
in a neutral state called Limbo. Protes- 
tant Evangelical teaching, on the other 
hand, regards sin as s-i-n, no matter 
how heinous it may appear to men, and 
holds that the one and only remedy for 
it, in any form, is the sacrificial death 
of Jesus Christ: ‘For the judgment was 
by one to condemnation, but the free 
gift is of many offenses unto justifica- 
tion” (Rom. 5:16). 


Actual sins, as distinguished from 
Original sin, must be individually ac- 
counted for by the sinner in Roman 
Catholic teaching, and are forgiven, 
in part, through what is called the sac- 
tament of penance, that is, confession 
to, and absolution by a duly authorized 
Priest. It is thus made to appear that 
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only original sin is completely covered 
and remitted by the merits of Christ 
by baptism, and is thus removed from 
the power of priesthood; but that the 
forgiveness of actual sins is left to the 
works of men and the judgment of the 
absolving priest in confession. Further- 
more, even after confession and absol- 
ution by a priest, full pardon for actual 
sins is not assured. The sacrament of 
penance, according to the Roman 
Catholic catechism, when worthily re- 
ceived, takes away the eternal punish- 
ment (in hell), but not the semporal 
punishment due for sin. This debt of 
temporal punishment must be paid 
either by works of penance in this life 
or by suffering in purgatory after death 
in the next life. Hence the continual 
need of the intercession of saints, no- 
venas, pilgrimages, Holy Years, indul- 
gences and the countless other devo- 
tions prescribed for Roman Catholics 
as means to lessen or take away this 
debt of punishment for sin. 


It is important to note that this jur- 
isdictional distinction between original 
and actual sin serves the purpose of 
dividing control and forgiveness of 
sins between Christ and the priesthood 
of the Roman Catholic Church. By 
baptism it is taught that the guilt of 
original sin is remitted and cancelled 
off completely, once for all, and with- _ 
out any possibility of its return. Not 
so with actual sins. They remain in the 
hands of the priests, and even after 
their absolution in confession are not 
completely dispensed with; an inde- 
finite amount of punishment remains 
to be atoned for in this world or the 
next. They recur again and again, and 
require the constant ministrations of 
the priests. 
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MORTAL AND VENIAL SIN 


An anecdote in a recent issue of 
Readers Digest credited to Jesuit Fath- 
er Daniel A. Lord from Catholic Opin- 
ion magazine, tells how a convert to 
the Roman Catholic Church was asked, 
“Did becoming a Catholic stop your 
sinning?’ “No,” she replied, “but it 
complicated it considerably.” However 
this was intended, it can be taken to 
express how very complicated to Prot- 
estants must appear both what con- 
stitutes sin and how it is forgiven in 
Roman Catholic practice. 


These complications begin with the 
division of actual sin into mortal and 
venial, which are distinguished as such 
by the nature of the punishment due 
to them. Mortal (deadly) sin is so 
named because it is said to kill the 
supernatural life of the soul acquired 
at baptism and merits hell for ever if 
not confessed and forgiven before 
death. Venial sin is-said to be a lesser 
offense against God, that does not de- 
prive the soul of sanctifying grace, 
need not be confessed to a priest, but 
deserves punishment 1 in purgatory, un- 
less atoned for in this life by penances 
and good works. 


Mortal sin therefore constitutes the 
chief concern for Roman Catholics, be- 
cause there are several ways offered to 
them besides confession to a priest by 
which they may get rid of the guilt of 
venial sins, and since only mortal sins 
incur the penalty of loss in hell for all 
eternity. But it is not easy for the ordi- 
nary Catholic layman to know when a 
sin is mortal or venial. It is here that 
the lady in Father Lord’s anecdote 
above would begin to discover how 
“complicated” sinning is made in Ro- 
man Catholic teaching. For, when the 
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legal conditions necessary to make 

‘formal’ mortal sin are closely exam 
ined, it will be seen that Roman Cath 
olic theologians have provided wayg 


of escaping accountability in commit 


ting mortal sins. The conditions pre 
scribed as necessary to make a sin mor 
tal are three: 1) the act, thought, word 
or omission must be of grave matter— 
further to be determined by the theos 
logians; 2) the sinner must have suffi 


}m. 


t 


cient reflection of the gravity of his act) tc 


thought, word or omission; 3) he m 
freely consent to it, or be entirely freg 
not to choose to do it. Thus, if a sim 


does not involve a grave wrong—suchpad 


as the stealing of only a small amo 
of money—it is merely a venial sin. 

a person commits a grave wrong an 
is not aware of its gravity, or is not 


entirely free not to do it, his act is said 


to be only a “material” sin, for whid 


PP 
é 


he will not be held accountable ten 


Drunkenness, for instance, is counted} 


a mortal sin, but no one has yet been#h 


able to determine when a man is theo 


logically drunk. Bfici 


On the other hand, if a person com 
mits what would only be counted 4 


venial sin, but thinks it is a mortal sin, , 


he is held to be guilty of a mortal simf 
Again, if he commits a grave wrongh 


thinking it to be only slightly wrong 
or does not give full consent to hist 
action, then his sin is counted merelyt 
a venial sin. 


SINS AGAINST THE CHURCH 


Besides the divisions and listings off 
sins against the ten commandments of 
God, the Roman Catholic Church hag 


added still longer listings and manpgie 


more divisions of sins against the com 
mandments of the Church. For the } 
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an Catholic Church claims the right 

make and enforce laws of its own 

at bind equally with those ‘against 

yggod under pain of mortal and venial 

». The six chief commandments of 

#e Church bind under pain of mortal 

1, and concern: the obligation 1) to 

present at Mass on Sundays and 

escribed holydays of obligation; 2) 

sq. fast and abstain from eating meat 

its by-products on appointed days; 

tip) to confess at least once a year; 4) 

sip receive Holy Communion at Easter 

ne; 5) to contribute financially to the 

inipport of the church and its priests, 

46) to observe the laws of the Cath- 

tplic Church concerning marriage. Be- 

ides these six chief commandments of 

dgie Church there are numerous other 

aws concerning the government and 

id@dministration of the Church which 

ichfind either under pain of mortal or 

ial sin, according to the gravity at- 

dfiched to them. Together they make up 

he more than 2,000 numbered laws 

ad their sub-divisions contained in the 

Piicial Codex of Canon Law of the 
ym Purch of Rome. 

} gf The guilt of mortal sin (punishment 

sin, f° which is eternal loss in hell if not 

singmtessed and forgiven) attached to 

gus vast network of sins against the 

ng, tharch may depend upon such a seem- 

heey itrelevant matter as the span of 

rely Brooklyn Bridge. This could hap- 

en, for instance, if Cardinal Spell- 

man, whose jurisdiction as Archbishop 

tt New York is bounded by the Hud- 

mand East Rivers that flow around 

s of fie southern tip of Manhattan, should 

s Obfispense with the law of abstinence 

has#m meat on a particular Friday, and 

any" Bishop of Brooklyn did not. This 

om-prould make it so that a Roman Catho- 

‘Roe tesident of Brooklyn who worked 
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in Manhattan could have lamb chops © 
that day for lunch without committing 
a sin, but would incur the guilt of 
mortal sin if without sufficient reason 
he had a meat meal at home that same 
evening. Likewise a worker from Man- 
hattan would be bound under pain of 
mortal sin not to eat meat across the 
bridge in Brooklyn. 


CONTRITION AND ‘ATTRITION’ 


Going to confession to obtain par- 
don of his sins involves a Roman Cath- 
olic in many complicated requirements 
and obligations, with serious conse- 
quences to his soul’s salvation should 
he fail to conform to them. There is 
the fear that he may make a “bad” 
confession, and thus come out of the 
confession box with more sins on his 
soul than when he entered it. This 
could happen if he through shame 
should conceal one mortal sin from 
the priest, or fail to state the correct 
number of times each sin was commit- 
ed. In such a case, none of his sins 
would be forgiven by the priest’s ab- 
solution, and another mortal sin of 
‘sacrilege’ would be added. Every sin 
and its attendant circumstances com- 
mitted since his last confession must be 
fully and accurately told to the priest. 
If a mortal sin is inadvertently forgot- 
ten in one confession, it must be re- 
counted in the next. Likewise if a 
penitent deliberately fails to perform 
the penance imposed upon him by the 
priest in confession, he commits an- 
other mortal sin if the penance is a 
grave one and imposed for mortal sins; 
it would only be a venial sin if the 
penance is light and imposed for ven- 
ial sins. Since the different kinds of 
sins and the circumstances connected 
with them must be accurately confess- 
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ed, a person going to confession gen- 
erally has to consult the list of such 
sins and their circumstances as pub- 
lished in his prayer book. Many Cath- 
olics do not know what sins are mortal 
and what are venial, and must depend 
upon the opinion of the priest. 


A further difficulty and cause for 
worry to Catholics in getting pardon 
of their sins in confession is whether 
or not they have sufficient sorrow for 
their sins. The Roman Catholic theo- 
logians distinguish between two kinds 
of contrition for sins: perfect contri- 
tion and imperfect contrition—or ‘at- 
trition.’ They teach that it is sufficient 
to have imperfect contrition, or ‘attri- 
tion,’ in order to obtain pardon for 
sins, if it is accompanied by proper 
confession to a priest. Perfect contri- 
tion is said to be not easily or frequent- 
ly had, since it consists of sorrow for 
sin out of a supreme act of the love of 
God, apart from the fear of punish- 
ment. Imperfect contrition or ‘attri- 
tion’ is described as sorrow for sin be- 
cause of the fear of hell or loss of 
heaven—and therefore involves the 
consideration that the sinner would not 
be sorry for his sins at all if there were 
no punishment in hell attached to 
them. 

A Roman Catholic is taught that he 
can obtain pardon for his sins with- 
out confession, if he has ‘perfect’ con- 
trition for them—if, for instance, he 
were dying in a place where he could 
not confess his sins to a priest and ob- 
tain his absolution. Few Catholics have 
confidence in their ability to excite 
themselves to an act of perfect contri- 
tion as defined by their teachers, and 
dread most of all having to face death 
without a priest's absolution. For this 
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reason priests rush to absolve the dying 
at any hour, in burning buildings, # 
automobile wrecks, and under othgpli 
extraordinary conditions. When § 
priest sees a plane crack up in the 
for instance, he will aim the sign 
absolution ‘conditionally’ at it, in ¢ 
hope that it may reach the occupa 
and supply their lack of perfect co 
tion for their sins. 


But if a dying Roman Catholic, 
ing succeeded in exciting himself 
perfect contrition, and thus obtainig§ 
pardon of his sins without the help 
a priest’s absolution, should recover, 
grave obligation remains that he mi 
still confess his sins to-a priest. For, 
it is said, all sins must be gatheny 
into the “net of Peter.” What if 
a person should fail to do so? Do 
sins, having once been forgiven, 
turn? This is nowhere clearly explai 
ed. It is taught, however, that if su 
a person willfully fails afterwards: 
confess his sins to a priest, he will a 
tract another mortal sin, which, 
turn, will need to be confessed and 
solved by a priest. It is never allo 
to a Roman Catholic to receive 
Communion after having committed§. 
mortal sin, even if he has perfect c@ 
trition for it, without first confessii§ 
to a priest and obtaining his absc 
tion. 


































The above is a very brief outline 
what is taught and practiced in 
Roman Catholic Church concerni 
sin and modes of forgiveness. It wa 
take volumes to give any adequate é 
planation of the countless intricad 
of the laws and regulations connect 
with the method of forgiveness of sf 
in Roman Catholic teaching. 
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IE EVANGELICAL WAY 
It was upon this uncertain and com- 
icated method of the forgiveness of 
ins that the power of the Roman Cath- 
ic Church had been built up during 
centuries previous to the Protes- 
mt Reformation. And it was partic- 
atly against this unscriptural teach- 
g about sin and its method of for- 
giveness in the Church of Rome that 
Protestant reformers directed their 
main attack. 
Martin Luther and his associates 
w, in this recourse by the Roman 
Catholic Church to the useless minis- 
fations of priests to secure release 
fom sin, the central act in the great 
betrayal of the “good news’ of the 
Christian Gospel. For they had made 
he amazing discovery that the New 
estament doctrine about forgiveness 
‘0! sins was something new and revol- 
utionary in the history of religion, and 
hat it was something that had never 
een made known to them as Roman 
“gutholics. They found that true for- 
Huiveness of sins, as contained in New 
"}lestament theology, consists in being 
_gustified freely by grace through faith, 
‘gad that no one can be made just or 
tighteous by works according to law 
“ind regulation decreed by men. “But 
“qtow,” they read in Romans 3:21-24, 
"the righteousness of God without the 
law is manifested .. . Even the right- 
tousness of God which is by faith of 
Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them 
iihat believe .. . Being justified freely 
Wy bis grace through the redemption 


that is in Christ Jesus.” 

This therefore is the great mystery 
of our salvation as wrought in the new 
economy of grace which now reigns 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, in place 
of the former condemnation of man 
and the reign of sin and death through 
Adam. Just as God rejected us in 
Adam, he has again received us in 
Christ. As in Adam all died, in like 
manner we are said to die in Christ, to 
be crucified with him, to rise with him, 
and so walk in newness of life. 


“Who then shall separate us from 
the love of Christ? . . . in all these 
things we are more than conquerors 
through him that loved us” (Rom. 8: 
35, 37). 


We will conclude this article next month with a fine Evangelical explanation of the true 
. forgiveness of sins as found in God’s word. This article will serve not only to point out 


the fallacies of the Roman Catholic teaching, but also to point up the Gospel assurance 
‘J ttree salvation to all who believe. 


fagaii@ annary, 1951 
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» THE FIRST AMERICAN saint, Mother 
Frances Cabrini, was named last Novem- 
ber 18 as the patroness of all emigrants, 
by Pope Pius XII. 


® THE SHORTAGE OF priests in Catho- 
Itc Latin America is causing alarm to its 
hierarchy. There is an average of only one 
priest for every 5,3000 Catholics in Para- 
guay; and in Buenos Aires there is one 
priest for every 3,870 Catholics. A round 
robin was sent to the General Superiors of 
all religious orders and congregations by 
the Sacred Congregation for Seminaries 
and University Studies pleading for cler- 
gy to Ibero-America. 


&» MUCH COMMENT has been passed 
about the religious beliefs of the late 
George Bernard Shaw of literary fame. 
His allegience has been claimed by varied 
faiths, and an interesting version was re- 
ported in the [Catholic] ‘Register’ of last 
November 26, that although he could not 
accept the divinity of Christ, he trusted 
in the “Virgin Mary to see him through.” 
This paper further said that all four Ro- 
man Catholic papers in London, despite 
heavily rationed newsprint, devoted much 
space to, as the [Catholic] ‘Times’ put it, 
“The Tragedy of Shaw.” 


® THE HECTIC mayoralty campaign in 
New York City concluded with the election 
of Tammany-spurned Vincent R. Impellit- 
teri. The new mayor was sworn in on the 
steps of City Hall before 5,000 spectators. 
His only invited guest was his Roman 
Catholic pastor, who read the invocation 
and recited the prayer. 


eA GIFT OF 38,600 acre ranch near 
Evans, Mo., by non-Catholic Joseph B. 
Pierson has been made to the Cistercian 
order. A new monastery will be erected 
there. 


. 
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> A ROMAN CATHOLIC PRIEST, Moa pF 


signor Cornelius T. H. Sherlock, has bee 
appointed to the Massachusetts State Bos 
of Education, by its Catholic Governa 


tested ‘by the Massachusetts Council 
Churches, reported the [Catholic} Regist 
of last Nov. 26, on the grounds that Mo 
signor Sherlock, superintendent of Catholi 
schools of the Archdiocese of Boston, "'s 
at best be only partial in his allegiance 
public education.” 


» FOR THE FIRST TIME in 37 years, 
Roman Catholic nun took an examinati 
for a doctor’s license in Portland, Mai 


» THE NEWLY ELECTED 82nd Co 
gress, which convened the third of 
month, numbers eight Roman C 


lic Senators. John O. Pastore (Dem, 


formerly governor of Rhode Island 
the only newcomer to the upper ho 
Other Roman Catholics reelected or co 
tinuing in office are: Dennis Cha 
(Dem.), New Mexico; Joseph R. McO 
thy (Rep.), Wisconsin; Brien McMahe 
(Dem.), Connecticut; Pat McC 
(Dem.), Nevada; James E. Mu 
(Dem.), Montana; H. R. O’Conor (Dem, 
Maryland; and J. C. O’Mahoney (Dem.) 
Wyoming. 


&» A HIGH NAVY POST, Assistant I 
rector, Chaplains’ division, has been 
signed to Roman Catholic Chaplain 
seph P. Mannion of Pittsburgh. He 
assume his new position this February 


» A CAMPAIGN for the establishment ¢ 
a national Roman Catholic broadcastis 
station has been organized in Quito, 
dor, by a committee of Catholic Acti 
women. The operation is to work in com 
junction with a new national daily Cathol 
newspaper, which will make its appearant 
there soon. Protestant radio station HC 
(Heralding Christ Jesus’ Blessing) has le 
been in Quito, and has received many 1 
tional awards. It has the services of forme 
Roman Catholic priest, Manuel G. Aldam 
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HE NEW ST. FRANCIS Peace medal 
*Rs awarded to Myron C. Taylor, former 
tial envoy of the President to the Vati- 
last November 15. This first recipient 
the medal expressed concern that Pope 
is is sacrificing himself too much, stating 
“to lose him at this critical time would 
ia calamity.” 


THE SPECTACULAR BOOK, ‘In Our 
ge,’ by Presbyterian Houston Harte 
has a Catholic version. Priced at 
.00 this book emerged because of pop- 
demand from Roman Catholics who 
ted the book put balked at the King 
es Version. This new work, based on 
official Douay version, has the full 


approbation of the Roman Catholic hier- 
archy, and carries the foreword and im- 
primatur of Bishop Laurence J. FitzSim- 
on, of Amarillo, Texas. 


® REQUIRED DAILY BIBLE READING 
of at least five verses of the Old Testa- 
ment in the public schools of the state of 
New Jersey was sustained by the state 
Supreme Court last November. Action to 
invalidate the 47-year-old law had been 
brought by persons affiliated with the 
United Secularists of America. The Su- 
preme Court supported the Superior court 
tha. the readings do not tend to force stu- 
dents to hear sectarian teachings, holding 


that the readings are religious, not sec- 
tarian. 
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Starting the New Year right is import- 


ant. 


To remember the Jew and give them 


the Gospel of salvation is an excellent be- 
ginning for the New Year — timely and 


Scriptural. 

Will you make THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL the 
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» A CATHOLIC SECRETARIAT for Eu- 
ropean Problems has been formally or- 
ganized by Roman Catholic leaders of 


eleven European nations, reports the N.Y... 


‘Times’ of last November 17. With head- 
quarters in Strasbourg, France, the sec- 
retariat will represent the views of Ro- 
man Catholics in the Council of Europe 
and inform Roman Catholic organizations 
of council activities. 


» A NOVENA was held in all the 178 
convents of the Society of the Sacred 
Heart throughout the world last Novem- 
ber 8-17 for the intention of obtaining 
the one miracle needed for the canoniza- 
tion of the Blessed Philippine Duchesne, 
a pioneer nun in America, who was beati- 
fied in 1940. 


®» MILITARY AIRCRAFT carries a Ro- 
man Catholic chaplain 2,300 miles each 
month from Pearl Harbor to Midway Isle 


to conduct Mass for the Roman Catholic. 


personnel on the Island. Capt. Vincent J. 
Gorski, Senior Chaplain of the 15th Naval 
district, remains on the island about 24 
hours, and says Mass on the morning of 
his arrival and on the morning prior to 
his return trip. 


>» TWO ROMAN CATHOLIC scientists 
are among the 24 members of the Nation- 





al Science Board of the National Scie 
Foundation appointed by President 
man. The board, authorized by the 
tional Science Foundation Act of 1¢ 
is to develop and encourage the forn 

of a national policy for the promot 
of basic research and education in 
sciences. There is no mention of the 
this will play in atomic research. 


> IMMEDIATELY AFTER he proclai 
the Dogma of the Assumption, Pope P 
XII celebrated a Solemn Pontifical 
in its honor. Composed for this occ 
and to be used in the future throughout 
world on the Feast of the Assumption, 
Proper of the new Mass uses new 
psalms, translated from the Hebrew 
sion. This is the first time Latin is used) 
such a way for a Mass for a major fe 
The new Mass is called Signum magm 


®» A PRECEDENT WAS broken last 
vember 28, when the Holy See permit 
for the first time in history, docum 
to be taken from the closely gu 
archives of the Holy Office. The o 
was the exhibition of petitions rece 
by the Vatican for the definition of 
dogma of the Assumption. 


RESULTS 


100,000 DECISIONS FOR CHRIST 


fers 
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oe IN JAPAN IN 18 MONTHS [$e 4 


“——-  §,000,000 Gospels and Testa- 

ments have been distributed by 
the Japan steff of the Pocket Testament 
League and the evangelists whom the them. TOMORROW — even a year from 
League has brought to Japan for its now— it may be too late. The utmost 
nation-wide campaign of evangelization effort of God's people is needed NOW. 


and Scripture distribution. 


Continue to pray with us for this great 


This is only a beginning. Most of 
Japan's 80 million souls are still une 
evangelized. NOW we are free to reach 
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| Andrew, My Son 


srelated to E. Margaret Clarkson* 


a with a heartbreak so great 


| my SIT ALONE tonight, alone 


that I am tempted to wonder 
ifeven my Saviour’s presence can ever 
Fuite fill the aching void of my awful 
Poneliness. 

Today I saw my son, my only son, 
take final ordination as a Roman Cath- 
lic priest. In the great Cathedral of 
St. Peter's, hushed in awful solemnity, 
Iheard him utter those last, irrevo- 
table vows that seal him. forever to 
he service of that Church in which I 
annot believe, but in which he claims 
#0 have found—yes, and seems some- 
Bow to have found it!—peace and 
happiness. 

Oh the bitterness it is to remember 
at when he turned to me, his moth- 
tt, for answer to his spirit’s search for 


truth, I had no answer to give him! 
When he asked bread of me I could 
give him but a stone. For I had not 
then myself found the Saviour, who 
alone is the Answer to life's questing. 
And now, knowing that Answer, hav- 
ing found salvation in the finished 
work of Jesus Christ and life by His 
death, I must sit silent and helpless 
while my boy, flesh of my flesh and 
heart of my heart, pledged himself 
for time and, I fear, for Eternity it- 
self, to a broken cistern than can hold 
no water. 

We were always so close, Andrew 
and I. His father died when he was 
very tiny. I was alone in this part 
of the country, with no relatives with- 
in thousands of miles, and so my baby 
was all my own. 


BReprinted by permission of HIS Magazine, 1444 N. Astor, Chicago 10, Ill. Copyright, 1950, by 


lnter-Varsity Christian Fellowship. 
y, 1951 
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With. the income John had left 
for us to live on, I did not have to find 
work, but was able to devote all of 
my time to my lad. We spent all our 
leisure together; even after he was 
well along in school he seemed to pre- 
fer being with me, reading and talk- 
ing and listening to music, to playing 
much with other youngsters. He was 
so sunny and frank and sweet, so 
amazingly and heartwarmingly like 
his dear father, that it was never diff- 
cult to understand him. We seemed to 
enter each other's moods perfectly, 
and in an incredibly short time he 
grew into a dear and delightful com- 
panion. 


He was a born student, and never 
happier than when deep in some kind 
of mental problem. His teachers loved 
him for, in addition to possessing a 
vigorous and inquiring mind, he had a 
happy disposition and a warm friend- 
liness and interest in others that made 
him beloved wherever he went. 


It used to worry me that he spent 
so little time at play, and that he had 
no interest in sports. But in his second 
year of high school, he joined the 
Dramatic Society; and from then on 
his personality came into full flower. 


Here he discovered that he had un- 
expected talent, and he threw himself 
into dramatic activities with that whole- 
hearted intensity that is so character- 
istic of him to this day. He lost his 
boyish shyness, seemed to make up 
what had been lacking in his social 
development, and rapidly became an 
all-around leader in his set, while 
never relinquishing his scholastic at- 
tainment and interests. I think it was 
partly his passionately dramatic na- 
ture, coupled with the dissatisfaction 
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H. 
preal 
drew 


he experienced in his own church, thj 
later led to his interest in the Ch 
of Rome. : 
From childhood I think Andre, 4 
was searching for Truth. “Mothegl, 
he used to say to me when just§, 
tiny lad, “how can I please God?”® 
taught him all I knew, but his quege 
tions frankly disturbed me. “Be goog, 
do what is right, tell the truth, he Al 
others.” I used to say; but my heggpleas 
often smote me, for I felt within mio th 
self that this was not the whole aga. 
swer. Yet what more to tell hinggple’s 
knew not, for was not my own sogioth 
burning with unslaked thirst for Godyitac« 
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From the time he was old enoug§- y 
to go, we went to church and Sundiy. : 
School together. It was a large, up- 
date denominational church nearhg” 
where sermons were largely conceff 
ed with ethics and morals, with sod 
problems and the brotherhood of ma 
Now I know that the Gospel was aig”. 
preached there, but I did not knowd, . 
then. I plunged into the work of th 
church, and lost myself in its ided 
ism, seeking to lead my son after me 
But all the while the dissatisfaction @ 
my hearc was echoed and intensifig®: 
in his. , 

“What is it all about?” he woul@ 
muse aloud. ‘Either all this stuff abou§"But 
God and Jesus is true, or it is not. Mil hel 
is it true, it is the most impo 
thing in the universe, and what you, 
believe about it- matters more th 
anything else in the world. If it is a 
true, why bother with any of itd 
all? And if it matters what you Dg” 
lieve, why don’t they tell you what# and 
believe? Why do they talk in geneg™ 
alities and avoid the real heart of ti 
issue ?”” j 
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ig His confidences used to disturb me 
greatly; yet I would not admit to An- 
itew my own insecurity of mind. 
} You're young,” I used to tell him, 
Fand youth is always a period of 
joubts and questions. When you are 
fider, you will feel more settled in 
our mind.” Yet I was older—and my 
misgivings were greater than his. 
_ Always obedient and anxious to 
please me, Andrew plunged deeply in- 
io the work of the church, even as I 
mad. He held office in the young peo- 
Bple’s society, was appointed delegate 
go this youth conference and that, took 
iadership in national and internation- 
gi youth movements. His warmheart- 
Sled friendliness and sincerity won him 
Mitiends, as always and honestly he 
Sitied to help his fellow-men. The 
_Aecumenical movement was then rising, 
Bithough it was not then called by 
that name, and the question before the 
Byouth forum at the time was how to 


in a fellowship of peace and brother- 
“lwod. No one worked harder at the 
sk than Andrew. “How proud you 
ssmust be of him!” the church people 
n : 
.cgised to say to me. And I was indeed 
“Apateful that God had given me so 
Hine a son. Yet I knew that in his 
oulgiieart was always the pulsing question, 
bom But why am I doing this? What do 
Ibelieve, and why?” And always the 
am@jestion in his heart was echoed in 
aay Own. 
One day he was more than usually 
. mdsturbed about the unreality of his 
 pajttlief. “Why not go to the minister 
at id have a talk with him?” I suggest- 
aa “Tell him frankly how you feel, 
pad surely he can help you!” So he 
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Later he told me about it: “ “What 
does it all mean?’ I asked the pastor. 
“What do we believe about the Trin- 
ity, about Grace, about the Nativity, 
about all these things that we speak of 
in hymns and Scripture reading and 
prayer?’ He looked at me so oddly. 
‘Oh, not very much,’ he said in an 
offhand manner. ‘It’s not very impor- 
tant, anyway. There’s a book I have 
somewhere in my study I could lend 
you, if you like, but it’s terribly deep; 
you wouldn’t really get much out of 
it. The big thing is to do the best 
you can, to live pure, do right and 
help others less fortunate than your- 
self. Doctrine doesn’t really matter 
very much.’” - 


From then on Andrew was serious- 
ly disturbed in his soul. By this time 
he had been working in an insurance 
office in downtown Toronto for a 
couple of years, and had begun drop- 
ping into nearby St. Michael’s Cathe- 
dral for meditation during his noon 
hour. It wasn’t that he had any inter- 
est in Catholicism, but the church was 
there; it was open; it was quiet. I did- 
not concern myself too much about it 
at first; it was so like Andrew to seek 
out a quiet spot for prayer and medi- 
tation at noon. I don’t think any one 
could have been more sincere in his 
desire to know God and to serve Him. 


But when the young people’s so- 
ciety again nominated him for presi- 
dent in its spring election of officers, 
Andrew surprised us all by refusing 
to run. ““Too busy at the office,” he 
excused himself. “Want to take some 
night courses in advertising and sales’ 
promotion at the university this win- 
ter.” But he told me the real reason 
one night. “I just can’t do it, Mother,” 
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he said. “I can’t lead others any farth- 
er until I get some more solid ground 
under my own feet.” I was worried 
and sick at heart, but I didn’t admit 
it, even to Andrew. 


He continued to attend church reg- 
ularly with me, however, and his in- 
terest in spiritual things seemed un- 
diminished; it was just that he would 
no longer take leadership. My heart 
lightened as I saw him fall in readily 
with plans for a Sunday evening Open 
Forum on the question of church 
union. Speakers from all branches of 
the Protestant denominations, from 
sects such as Christian Science, Buddh- 
ism, Yoga Wisdom, etc., and from 
the Greek Orthodox and Roman Cath- 
olic churches were to present their 
views each week for three months, 


each discussing points of ‘difference 


and similarity, with the hope of find- 
ing common ground from which a 
united, peaceful world might spring. 
Oh, the futility the utter futility of 
seeking such ground other than at the 
Cross of Calvary! But I did not know 
it then. With hope in my heart and 
my boy at my side, I attended the 
series of lectures. 


But my disappointment in the meet- 
ings was matched only by Andrew’s 
disappointment. All the speakers talk- 
ed in idealistic generalities; all care- 
fully avoided touching on anything 
controversial; all skillfully skirted the 
real issues at stake. All, that is, but 
the last young speaker — the Roman 
Catholic. 

I could see at once that Andrew 
was profoundly impressed by his ad- 
dress. A recent convert from our own 
branch of the Protestant church, he 
was an unusually gifted speaker with 
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_ faith. Within a few weeks Andrew, @ 





the courage of his convictions and thay 
fervor of the newly converted. 
spoke of his lifelong search for trut 
and of his finding it in the Ro 
Catholic Church. “If there is ever 
be any union of churches,” he declag 

ed bluntly, “‘you must come to us. Wa 
won't budge one inch.” Here at | 
was someone who knew preciselg’> 
what he believed, and why. With si 
terror in my heart, I could feel all th 
longing in my son’s young heart read” 
out toward him. od 
























































But it was several weeks before Am 
drew told me one night that he wa 
going to get in touch with Jim 
ask for an opportunity to di 
things with him. I demurred, 4 
course, for I had strong prejudice 
against Roman Catholicism; but whi. 
weight could my uncertain words 
ry against the ringing challenge of t 
young convert's splendid confessigi 
of faith? With misery in my heart bugMati 
no better answer on my lips, I kisseijit 
my boy good-bye as he set off on fil 
quest. ; 


From then on things moved swifif®" 
ly. Andrew and Jim became fit 
friends, and I know that Jim’s was t 
greatest single influence in my boyg® | 
conversion to the Roman Catholg™ 


Jim’s suggestion, had an intervi 
with a priest. 


Jim made the appointment. It wi 
at St. Peter’s, where specially chosag™ 
Paulist Fathers dealt with those 
other faiths who sought enlight 
ment as to Romanist doctrine. I 
member how nervous and excited Ali 
drew was as he set off. “I was hot afifihe 
cold all over,” he told me afterwattiig 
“and I kept telling myself to get Gilg 
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the street car and go home; I was scar- 
ad stiff, and yet I had to go on. I had 
Mi) know the answer, if there were an 
gswer. I couldn’t stand the uncertain- 

y any longer.” 


is Soon Andrew was seeing the Fath- 
agers two evenings weekly, and becom- 
ing more interested in their teaching 
imal the time. With a heart of lead I 
a atched my boy come closer and clos- 
gg to accepting an answer that I felt 
0 be wrong; yet I had no better an- 
over to offer him. Oh, had I only 
known my Saviour then! 


Came 1939, and Canada was at 
avat. Andrew was among the first to 
gmellist in the air force. My sorrow at 
- auis going was lightened only by the 
pope that this might lead him away 
fom his trend to Romanism. 


But my boy had not sought security 
iol his life to be so easily turned aside. 
Sationed in Winnipeg, he lost no 
eqjime in making contact with priests 
imthere; moved to Victoria, he did the 
sme thing again. Every letter home 
‘aglowed brighter with contentment and 
qastisfaction, as he told me of his 
aggowing grasp of the doctrine to which 
jae was. giving himself. And heart- 
sfigttoken as I was at the turn his affairs 
y, mud taken, I could not but salve my 
vieqown misery with the very evident hap- 
piness of my boy—for Andrew was 
yee, and is now, happier than I had 
sacrer known him to be. 


e O§ It was after he had been in Victoria 
utemgaout eighteen months that he wrote 
| mad told me of his baptism into the 

Roman Catholic faith. I thought my 

mart would break; but when, a year 
val@iater, he wrote of his decision to en- 
t Gilet the priesthood, I was nearly beside 
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myself with grief. I spent many 
months recovering from a nervous 
breakdown; and it was at this time 
that God miraculously reached down 
in His mercy, opened my eyes to the 
truth as it is in Christ Jesus, and gra- 
ciously saved me. But the joy that 
thrilled my heart at finding the an- 
swer to my own long, weary search for 
God brought only the greater pain for 
my boy. 

When I was well enough, I took 
the long trip to Victoria, where An- 
drew was still engaged in air force 
administrative work. We had many a 
long talk together, and I tried to show 
him the simplicity of the gospel with 
its glorious news of salvation by faith 
in the risen Saviour. But always he 
would listen courteously and kindly, 
then kiss me gently and turn away, 
back to his new-found faith. Whoever 
had done his work in my boy had 
done it well. 


With his discharge, Andrew lost 

no time in enrolling in seminary. For 
seven long years I prayed and hoped, 
beseeching God to open his eyes as He 
had mine, to save my boy as He had 
saved me. Year after year he stood 
highest in his class, winning every 
laurel it was possible to win; year af- 
ter year he grew farther and farther 
away from me, cleaving more and 
more to the Church of his adoption. 
Today the tall young man with the 
quiet, steady voice and the rapt glory 
on his face is almost a stranger to 
me... 
Oh, my son Andrew, my son, my 
son Andrew! Would God I had died 
for thee! Oh Andrew, my son, my 
son! 
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“f AM stunned at the sad news of Dr. 
Lehmann’s passing. Through his writings 
THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGA- 
ZINE my cousin and her three little girls 
were liberated from Roman Catholicism.” 


—M.D. 
New York 


“THE DEATH OF Dr. Lehmann was such 
a shock and loss to the work. I had 
learned to love him because of his writ- 
ings and the kind and compassionate way 
he had of dealing with Roman Catholics. 
I know it must have been a grand re- 
union with his Saviour.” 

—F.L.H. 


Neb. 


“TODAY, November 1, feast of All Saints 
day, is a time when the Argentine people 
rest heavily upon our hearts. Thousands 
and thousands of people from five o’clock 
in the morning until late tonight will visit 
their dead, to pay homage to them. The 
more wealthy open luxurious vaults and 
sit for hours with their dead—while the 
poorer ones stand before huge walls filled 
with niches, where their loved-ones rest, 
to remember them likewise. The preach- 
ing of the Gospel in the cemeteries has 
long been prohibited by the public auth- 
orities but, today our students and other 
groups of young Christians are going to 
one of the city’s, and one of the world’s 
largest cemeteries, to distribute portions 
of God’s Word. We trust they shall be 
protected from all harm as they do this 
silent work for Christ.” 


—V.F.B., Missionary, 
Buneos Aires, Argentina 
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“THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAG 
has been a source of constant joy fe 
here in the Philippines. I am a convert 
Romanism and have worked for eight ¥ 
already, winning Roman Catholics to Ci 


“I still have three copies of the Mag: 
given to me by an American soldier di 
the war. They were the issues of # 
There are many articles there that af 
vital interest to the Romanists. One v 
another these articles have given us ca 
to approach Romanists and give ther 
Gospel of salvation, because we have 
Magazine to show them aside from 
Bible. 

“The Magazines are already worn-c 
to constant use, and we have been pfa 
to God for a way whereby we can h 
supply of more copies of THE Co 
CATHOLIC MAGAZINE for distribution.” 


—LBe 
Philip 
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